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“Support of the Great Earthquake Victims”
Organized by Institute for Asian Muslim Studies, Waseda University
Institute of Multi-ethnic and Multi-generational Societies, Waseda University

NIHU Program Islamic Area Studies, IAS Central Office at Waseda University

Date February 12th (Sun.) 2012, 13:30-17:30
Venue  Waseda University, Waseda Campus, Bldg. 26 (Okuma Tower), Room 702

Program:

13:30-14:40 Opening Remarks (Hiroshi KOJIMA, WU Institute for Asian Muslim Studies)
13:40-13:45 Silent Prayer

Presentations

13:45-14:00 Otsuka Masjid (Akira Nagai, Aquil Siddiqui and Haroon Quresh)

14:00-14:15 Toda Masjid (Raees Siddiqui and Motohiko Matsushita)

14:15-14:30 Hira Masjid (Jamil Ahmad, Ahmad Maeno and Abd Allah Abd al-Azid)
14:30-14:45 Muslim Students Association of Japan (Fady S.K. Alnajjar and Waleed Osman)
14:45-15:15 Break/Salat (ASR 14:56)

Panel Discussion

15:15-16:30 Chair: Hiroshi KOJIMA

Panelists: Representatives of Masjids in Japan

Mohammad Yusuf (Assalaam Foundation)

Mohammad Khalil (Tsukuba Muslim Residents Association)

Akira Hamanaka (Nithama Masjid) and others

16:30-17:00 General Discussion

17:00-17:10 Closing Remarks

Hirofumi TANADA, WU Institute of Multi-ethnic and Multi-generational Societies

Notes :  MAGHRIB 17 : 19 ISHA 18 : 41
ROOM for Salat: Room 802 (for male) and Room 803 (for female)

Contact : Institute for Asian Muslim Studies
E-mail: asian-muslim@islam.waseda.ac.jp

URL: http://www.kikou.waseda.ac.jp/ias/research/ams.html
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Name of Participants

(1) Representatives of Masjid etc.

Ahmad MAENO

Jamil Ahmad

Abd Allah Abd al-Azid
Akira NAGAI

Aquil Siddiqui

Haroon Quresh

Motohiko MATSUSHITA
Raees Siddiqui

Waleed Osman

Fady S.K. Alnajjar

Ishrat Ali Hashmi

Hafiz Mohammad Zulfigar
Akira HAMANAKA

Fiaz Ahmed Mughal
Mohammad Khalil
Mohammad Yusuf

(2) Promoters

Hiroshi KOJIMA
Hirofumi TANADA

Hira Masjid

Hira Masjid

Hira Masjid

Otsuka Masjid

Otsuka Masjid

Otsuka Masjid

Toda Masjid

Toda Masjid

Muslim Students Association of Japan
Muslim Students Association of Japan
Dar ul Argam Masjid

Babul Islam Masjid

Niihama Masjid

Quba Masjid

Tsukuba Muslim Residents Association

Assalaam Foundation

Professor, WU Faculty of Social Sciences

Professor, WU Faculty of Human Sciences
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earthquake. Thank you.
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WX 15 FF 15 43725 £ 9 MSAJ, Muslim Student Association of Japan from 3:15, thank you.

R ]

NG - TTIAE R 2BV LET,
We’re about to resume our sessions. Please have reseated. We are very glad to introduce
the representatives of Muslim Student Association of Japan.

Mr.Waleed, could you come down to the [...] and start talking? Yes, please.

LAY KEpAER (MSAT)

7 Y — K : [...] First of all, I would like to thank to professor KOJIMA and all members of Institute
for Asian Muslim Studies for kind invitation to talk about the role of Muslim student in Japan who
supported for Fukushima earthquake victims. Actually all respective brothers talked before me they
talked about the role of some mosques in hell of the victims and mainly the business men and also
company workers. So today and now, I will talk about the role of Muslim student. And actually we
know that the Muslim students here in Japan not rich like businessman and company worker. But we

decided to do something for helping the victims in the Fukushima earthquake.
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So firstly before enter to speak about our work as MSAJ, Muslim Association, I would like
to introduce in two minutes what is the meaning of Muslim Students Association in Japan. The first
meeting for Muslim Student Association in Japan was held in 1960 in Tokyo to discuss the main
problems facing the Muslim community in Japan. And the end of this meeting, from about 50 years
ago, they decided to establish of MSAJ to represent all Muslim Student Association in Japan. [...]
from MSAJ to work for the unity and strength in Islamic brotherhood, maintain the Islamic
nationality to work for the welfare for Muslim student members to promote better understanding of
Islam depend on Quran and Sumna and also to improve Islam and Muslim’s image in front of
Japanese.

Muslim Student Association actually includes about 32 local associations covered most of
Japanese city. So and also I would like to talk about why Muslim Student Association decided to
share in the support of the earthquake victims. Actually we decided to share because these two points
of view. The first one that from Islamic point of view, in Quran [...], the meaning of this verse in
Quran, that Allah encourages you as the Muslim to the justly and kindly with us for faught not
against you on account of religion.

So the Islam encourages us to have a good relation with all whatever Muslim or
non-Muslim. Also there is another hadith, meaning of this hadith that one whom to fulfill in need of
others and help others and make effort for it will fine it their world from our God it will be better
than [...] all state in the mosque for ten years and the end of another source for one month. This is
the first one.

Second one from humanity and association point of you, actually Muslim Student
Association in Japan, they have good relation with their friends and other students or neighbor in
Japan here. So we feel been our heart during this problem, so we decided to do something to support
the victims.

Actually the types of support, we did many two types of support. No.1: Collection of
donation and the MSAJ decided to start to convene for collection of donation. The first convene
started at March 15™ it means after 5 days until March 27™. This is the first convene. The second
convene from May 6™ until May 27™. The collected money is about 100-man yen and distributed
through Fukui [?] prefecture and this cooperation with Okayama prefecture and Otsuka mosque and
also Sendai mosque. And this is some photo for the some substances we bought for supporting the
victims, so we bought some like materials like food and drink and napkin something like this to
provide this donation for the victims.

Also from Gifu Muslim Association actually we also collected make a big convene, we
collected about 66-man yen. And after that we donated this money for Chunichi Shimbun, and the
journal covered this activity in one article.

The second types of activity of MSAJ, we established like a one Muslim student volunteer
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team. This team was consisted from 8 members represented Hiroshima University, Toyama
University, Gifu University and Sendai University. This volunteer team visited the affected area and
stayed there for three days. We visited Sendai for two days and Ishinomaki for one day. And the
main job for this team is to help the victims, to remove the destructive furniture from their houses
actually. And this team also was under supervision of the Egyptian culture office and with
cooperation of Tohoku University. So this is some photo taking by our team to the manifestation of
destruction in Sendai and Ishinomaki. Actually this is difficult to imagine that these photos taking
here in Japan. Also this is photos for the volunteer team from Muslim students’ side and also from
the Japanese side with some students from Tokyo University. Also after just it, the volunteer team
just stretched to Sendai, we visited Sendai volunteer center to make cooperation with them and
actually they helped us so much for giving us some instructions and also some special clues to make
our job more easer. And this is some houses that we visited and tried to help the victims there, and
also some members of our team during helping of the victims.

Also I think in the Muslim student community during taking the decision there is two
opinions to deal with this situation. The first opinion says that we should have something to do for
Japanese community as we are Muslim student here we taking a lot of benefit especially we take a
lot of knowledge from Japanese scholars here, so we should or we must do something. This is the
first opinion.

The second opinion says that whatever we collected from money, it will be still a little
convened with the Japanese rich country and strong country. So whatever we collected it will be a
little. But finally actually we decided to support because we tried to give like good model for
Muslim, Muslim not only take from the community and Muslim take and will he have the ability to
give, he will give. Muslim built, not destruct. So we take the decision and actually the main message
from our activity that we tried to give like good image for Muslim, actually this is our massage. We
know that our activity is that whatever we collected for money or 100money or 200money or
1000money, it’s not, maybe not enough to do something in this situation, but actually it is just like
simple message the Muslim community here feeling the vain for you and trying to do something for
you.

So by this, and finally I ask Allah, accept from us this activity even if a little activity, but

we hope to be accepted from our god. Thank you very much.

/INE5 . Thank you very much. Now we move on to the panel discussion, so that [...]. Please come to
the front and [...].

We are going to put the name plate, I don’t know, this is not really plate, just paper on the
tables. Sorry it takes a little more time for the tables ready. 4. ¥#Efi L TV T O TH Lo & H
FHWIZT £,
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Name plate whatever is ready, so could you come down? The first four plates for the
people having presented about the support and then in the order of the list of panel discussion. /]
D, ZobD 4 ABRREDHT, ZHLHMONRRN T 4 AH T a COIEED X ST
HSLWNHET, AHLDL ZAIZBED <TZS0,
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=27 :[...]

Allah gives promise to those who believe in Allah’s Oneness and those who do good deeds.
Allah gives them promise that Allah will give them inheritance of this Earth and He will provide
them with certain security in this world and He will reward them in the Hereafter. And Allah says in
another aya in Surat al-Maida. [...]

Those who believe in Allah and the belief is not mixed with wrong doing — those are the
ones who have complete safety and security in this world and Hereafter. Alhamdulillah, we
participated and supported in some activities with other association like a ICOJ, but however I want
to bring awareness to all our brothers, Muslim and all Japanese brothers. In this world, [Unclear]
new disease also. Humanity, they spend lot of time and lot of money to prevent such disease and
cure that disease and when such natural disaster occurs and affects the humanity and lot of human
beings are buried under the despair, they are buried, but as humanity we are not thinking about the
prevention. If you are thinking about prevention, we are thinking about the material prevention. If
you imagine the Tsunami wave of 100 meters, just it comes to destroy us. We build 150 meter wall
— we erect the wall, but even though we were not able to protect ourselves. Sometimes this - imagine
— this moment the Earth can slip and fall on this building. All will be destroyed. What is the
prevention?

As humanity, we have to think about our safety and security in this world. What is the
prevention? Allah is the creator of the world. When I say about Allah, there is no God, the other
claims to be God, and ever any God commanded humanity to worship me except Allah. If you think,
some Gods you will see in the human beings, here and there some stupid, they call themselves God,
but they did not have [...]. Imagine if we does the examination for eligibility to be God, they are
not eligible to be God but when Allah says the only one God, He is the only one who claimed to be
God and he commanded all humanity to worship him.

So, we have to imagine for the God Almighty Allah and we have to prevent ourselves from
destruction. How we can prevent from the destruction is to believe in Him and worship Him as he
ordered us. Everyone of us has the responsibility - as Muslim brothers and sisters we have the
responsibility because Allah has entrusted us with the trust, amana. This amana we have, as Rasul

Allah SallAllahu Alayhi Wasallam says [...] in aya. It has to convey one message. Even one message
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if you know, convey it to others, so by conveying, Allah will develop your knowledge more and
more. We have the amana, we have to deliver the message. We are here with the great responsibility.
We have the great responsibility. Alhamdulillah, these Japanese are blessed people, very nicely
behaved, nice good manners, but their lack is the knowledge. That knowledge we have to give them
about the creator of — the knowledge about the creator, creator of the humanity, creator of the
universe. We have to share this knowledge. We have this responsibility. By sharing this responsibility,
we will be able to prevent such disasters in future. That is the only way. There is no any other way
because you imagine you erect your 30 meter wall, it won't be enough to protect us. No matter how
strong you build your building, it is not enough to protect us from such natural disasters that come
from Allah, the creator of the universe. We have the trust, Allah has entrusted us with the trust that is
amana, we have to deliver this message to every mankind, we have to share this message to every

mankind. [...]

INES © Next, NY — /L E A,

N —b L]

It is really my pleasure to present today [...] very happy to this meeting to [...] for me
presentation and [...] also that for this meeting [...] Insha’Allah [...]. My name is Mohammad
Khaleel, Egyptian. I am the president of Tsukuba Muslim Residents Association. Today, when I
came, exactly I hadn’t prepared or arrangement of some main points, but I want to talk about my
heart. Hope is talking to your hearts. When this crisis happened a few months ago, all people who
lived in Japan have said they want to make something, want to donate to make something, to draw
their smile for children and for people. So, our mosque is trying to make this mosque as a shelter for
old people and also trying to make donation [...] and try to give [...], also try to make some meals or
something.

This is our feeling towards this second country, of course we have first country, our
country and now we live in Japan, so we consider this great country as the second country. We live
in this country, eat from this country, drink from this country, so we must cooperate and to meet
coexistence for everybody, so I hope more efforts and achieve all our goals to keep this coexistence

and cooperation from all people. Thank you so much.

/NE : The next. . . RITFEE~AY ROERP S ABFENLFET,

EA  HEEE WS THHALRWVWALWENE LILER AN, WEOHFEETY, #iH
MOITIEFICBENT- L ZARATTUNE, ELXKEOYH, bxr o EILERKDboT2H
LTHE I ERKALEN) ZETHEPAELETHT, [] §ITVEERHENTE T <
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NG EIYEHONREITENELE, RITIE—IL L TIHL s A RKDA V2T
ke 7V — e "=V AESALALLSBEWLET,

NN T oY T—A T LA al,

My name is Ishrat Ali Hashmi. I am presently in Dar al-Arqam Mosque situated in Tokyo,
Asakusa near Minami-Funabashi. This mosque’s start is 1998 and it has four stories of building. On
ground floor, we built a library. There are many books over there in different languages, English,
mostly English, Arabic, Japanese, Korean, Urdu, Bangladeshi, all you can get from really wide range.
On the second floor we have [...] for ladies and third and fourth are main prayer hall. We have five
times salat [...] we have Jumu'ah prayers over there. Weekly we have Dars-e-Quran on Saturday.
Saturday, we have Dars-e-Quran. Also in Ramadan we have salat al-taravi and many activities over
here.

As a Muslim, I want to give a message here. First of all, I want to explain this, especially,
for Japanese people who are here. The message of Quran, the Quran is not only for the Muslims. The
Quran is for people all over the world, the Quran is for them, not only for Muslims and our Prophet,
SallAllahu Alaihi Wasallam is not only Prophet for Muslims, all human beings who are living in this
world. So, the Muslim peace and world as we thought as a Muslim that peace comes if we follow the
Quran and Sunna of Rasool SallAllahu Alaihi Wassalam.

The second part what we did in the mosque [...] with the help of ICOJ as the presidents
here, ICOJ, we did in the Tsunami and this earthquake, we did work for them - a lot of work, mostly
in my side we go in our mosque weekly two times, and our one team has 15 members and we visited
near about 54 times in different locations. We distributed over there all as before the president
explained the different things over there and also we go over there, we listen to the people and we do
pray over there, but as a Muslim we also show them Muslim culture by giving the help and salat
time is come and in front of the Japanese people and that we give the message to the people. In
Japan, thanks to the Japanese people, we are brothers to all communities. Muslim world and Japan
have the great relation and we never forget them because we are living for a long time here and it is
our duty to be Japanese people close towards and we are close to us as brothers. We came first to
National Institute of Humanity, this program organizer and students of Waseda University and the

professor who did this program. JazakAllahu khair.

/NG @ Thank you very much, IRII/N—T /L « f AT =L« TAT RON—T 4 X« ENUT
ReZANT 4 =N EAEALIBENLET,

AT 4 B—)V : Assalamualaikum warahmatullah wabarakatuh.

My name is Hafiz Muhammad Zulfigar. I am coming from Tochigi-ken Oyama-shi
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Masjid, Babul Islam Masjid. Babul Islam Masjid in 2005, Alhamdulillah, the mosque at an area of
500 [...] was established in Tochigi Ken, Oyama-shi. The total project cost is ¥45 million. As in the
other mosques established by ICOJ, the activities of Babul Islam mosque also include weekly
Dars-e-Quran, Dawah, providing information on Islam, other community services beside 5 times

salat, Salat al-Jumu'ah, Salat al-taravi in the Ramadan. JazakAllahu khair.
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A2 F .+ s37 2V :[...] My name is Ikram Bajwa. I am from Tochigi ken, Kanuma City. The
name of the mosque is Iqra Mosque. It was established in 2004. The building has two stories. The
first floor is for men and the second floor is for women. It is a building, about 100 people can pray at
a time in the mosque. There is a 5-time prayer in the mosque, Jumu'ah prayer and the iftar and sehar
in the Ramadan and taravi. We have children Quran teaching class once in a week, and every week,
after Isha, there is a Dars-e-Quran.

Being representative of Iqra Mosque, at the time of earthquake and tsunami, I was just out
of Japan. I was in Pakistan. I just saw at the TV and I was really shocked. Being a Muslim, I just
thought that the people in Japan are in a very dangerous and very hard position. I decided to come
back as early as possible. My family and my other relative members just stopped me that there is no
water, there is no electricity, and this is very awkward position, why are you going back? But I did

not listen to anybody and just took my earliest possible flight and came back to Japan. On the very
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first day, I came back into Japan, I went to the Miyagi-ken Sendai-shi with the cooperation of ICOJ,
Islamic Circle of Japan, and we stayed there the full day. We just cooked the food over there and
gave to the Tsunami victims.

I saw so many people was there in the victim halls. As a Muslim, I may collect not so
much money, but the people who are living alone, they go so many times with the ICOJ to help the
victims. Being a Muslim, we are to help whether the people are Muslim or non-Muslim, so when

somebody is in a difficult position, we are to help them as much as we can. Thank you very much.
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Abdanur Anthony Brewer, Osaka Ibaraki Mosque : [...] I just want to add another dimensions to the
discussion related to the sight. The earthquake was a wonderful opportunity for the Muslims to
interact with Japanese in a very positive way, that is, this has wonderful effect, because we can
convey the character and the generosity of the Muslim student to Japanese people. By that,
Inshd’Allah, they can understand the Islam is more than just a prayer.

Now let me establish Osaka Mosque. We call it “Islam Bunka center,” because we wanted
to make it more than Mosque. The reason been quite a large number of congregations of students
who come to Japan from many countries are without their families some had also come with their
wives. They have a Mosque but they have no community. They have no arena for community
activities. If other family can go back with wife and children, but where does their wife meet other

Muslima? Where do your children play with other Muslim children? So I would like to suggest
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people especially as [...] today as representatives of Mosques that they consider. Of course, I think a
lot of Japanese people who believe and understand the Karma of Islam. But they can begin to pray,
where is their community? This is the big obstacle for Japanese people to become Muslim. They
have their family. They have their work. What can we give them? We say, “You’ll go to paradise,
because you say “la ‘ilaha ‘illa I-Lah.”” But why do they do now? What do they do their life? And I
found that this is big obstacle to Japanese brothers and sisters entering Islam and sustaining Islam.

I talk we have a question that I really just for all of you, as the representatives of the
Muslim community, consider how to sustain a community, how to make a community, how to share
a life together. One thing I would suggest and am establishing in Osaka is that every Saturday
evening and imam Muslim teaches us Quran, gives us the lecture, we study Quran with children and
we have three children classes and we also have a kind of open house, many other community,
Japanese people around come and have dinner with us. It happens every week. Any we can
community around come and enjoy interaction with us and have next week meal too, so that is other
attraction. This case is the [...] fattawa, an community. So what I suggest is I’d like everybody to
stand up. Islam is more than a prayer. It’s a community that shares life with each other, love each
other, support each other. We need to establish totally community interacts socially, but also
community interacts economically. We need provide work for young Muslims for students who
graduate university as Muslims. I found it difficult to corporate as Muslims in Japanese society. All
these things will make another major start, Insha’Allah, towards the integration of Muslims and
Japanese people.

I’'m sorry to talk too long time. I talked to my heart. This is important to be said [...].
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The Islam is — is a huge family. It’s not a religion like any other religion just a prayer, no.
It’s a comprehensive way of life. From — you get up from your sleep until you go back to bed.
From your birth to death it’s a comprehensive way of life and a huge family. When you are thinking
about Islam, all world are one family. Allah also says [...], all Muslims are brothers, one family and
Rasulullah SallAllahu Alayhi Wasallam says in hadith, if any Muslim affects, we should feel the pain
of him, like your body, one organ like your hand feels pain then all body like your leg, runs towards
the doctor and you feel to get medicine, your hand, other hand gets medicine. So, Islam is one family.
Any brother affects we have to help. Even within the word Islam you see Allah gave us a great
opportunity. Now we see how many nationalities and we pray together in one masjid, one prayer
now, and we understand the prayer Allahu Akbar, Alhamdulillah, everyone understands. If T go
anywhere in the world, I can pray with any Muslim, even any Japanese, they come to our masjid,
any nationalities, any time in our Hasana Masjid. Any — every week we have more than 20 or 30
nationalities, sometimes 45 nationalities on at once, so we have great opportunity. This is not found
any — in any other religion because the religion — this religion is creator — the religion of the creator.

In [...] in Islam, the only accepted religion by the creator is Islam. Because of this Allah
provided the unique opportunity to be a huge family, all around the world our huge family, so Allah
has given us some opportunity to share this Islamic way of life with Japanese brothers by the
tsunami as Allah says in another aya [...]. We do not send any signs, any aya except as a warning.
This is as a warning. If you do not act as Muslims we have to share the — what we have. As before I
said, [...] even if — if you know one aya, just share with them. If you do not share, this is [...], this is
a warning for you, [...], not only warning it is a fear. Just Allah benefits you just act upon what you
have heard your knowledge, you have to — knowledge without sharing no use of it. Shaitan is the
biggest aalim in this world, but what — what he is if he is not acting on the knowledge. So, even
though you have knowledge, you have to share it with the brothers, the Japanese brothers. It is a
great opportunity to share the knowledge, share about the creator — the Allah, Subhanahu wa ta'ala.

We have also a weekly program and we have open center — our community center is open
from 10 to 7 every day. So many Japanese they are distressed, they are stressed they come even
non-Muslim brothers or Japanese brothers they come and have a consultation with us. They have
family problem they come to us and consult with us. We provide the consultation how to solve — it is
free — free consultation. Sometimes they are impressed — they come to enter into Islam. They bring
family. Yesterday some brothers they embraced Islam 2 weeks ago. They brought their wife
yesterday, Alhamdulillah, we have to provide such opportunities service — free service just to consult
them because so many suicides happening in — in this Japan comparing to any other country, why?
Because they are stressful, they do not have community. We have to provide them community. We
have to provide them the social benefits because when such — some person feels distressed or

something why he commits the suicide he has no consultation. Because he — he does not know about
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Allah if he knows — you know when you have someone to look after you, someone is caring after
you then you will not have stress, you will not have lost the hope. Because behind you Allah who is
the creator, he will — he is behind you, you have to provide this information who are just going to
suicide themselves. They are — they are just going to destroy themselves just to provide this
information behind you Allah who has created you. He is going to solve your problem. There is no
problem that — that cannot be solved in this world. You can solve all problems, but with the help of
Allah who created you. You have to provide this information to save so many lives. So many
suicides happening in this Japan. Also, so many divorce. People just marry and after 1 month or 2
months they are divorced. Social life is so devastated so we have to provide such consultations to the
— for the people who are distressed. They do not have a family life we have to provide them. By
providing such, Insha’Allah, we can develop the dawah. We can care Japanese people. We can save
the lives — so many lives we can save from suicides, from devastation — family devastation we can
save them. This is our moral and ethical responsibility of every Muslim. Sorry for taking much of

time. Wa akhiru da'wana ani-lhamdulillahi rabbil-alameen.

INE TR, FRE Lo TARNWT U —F [vv] S A,
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I’'m Fady al-Najar, and from Palestine, and I’m representative of the MSAJ as the capitally
social fellow, MSAJ, Muslim Association in Japan. Actually I’d liked to talk to brother from Osaka
that Muslim student should built community that represent Muslims to non-Muslim. MSAJ is
actually between this, and we know that the different Muslim community of students between each
university in Japan. And MSAJ came to build a community for these communities, so we are
actually elected from these communities to just build the communication between these small
communities of Muslims in different university. And our job is just to help in building which this
community and with this sharing information. And I hope that Masjids in Japan can do such can
things, so they built the community that is represent of them, so they can sharing for information
between them to help each other and build the big community for this small communities that can be

the interface between Muslims and non-Muslims. Thank you very much.
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Just I want to repeat “thank you” [...]. We, Muslims from Japan [...].
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